
God gave me
a sign, and a
measure of
grace that I
did not ask
for today, and
could in no
way have
expected.  It
was such a

clear sign of his hearing the crying out of
my voice that it caused me to literally
stop, drop what I had in my hands, and
acknowledge his speaking into my life.

It is very often, that while I am studying
the vast amount of materials as required
for my Master’s Program, or while I am
praying, or writing, that I will sit and
watch the movement of wildlife on the
man-made lake in the middle of my
apartment complex. When I moved here,
nearly four years ago, I was able to rent
an apartment with an open patio that
abuts to the pond. Just the movement of
the water in the fountains has been very
therapeutic to me after a long stressful
day at work. There are the normal
Canadian geese, and a few mallard ducks,
but as of late I have been visited by other
creatures, such as some very large fish
(species yet to be determined), and what
appears to be a muskrat, who appears at
twilight or at dusk involved in some
industrious activity as he swims from one
side of the pond to the other.

Late last year, and on and off this year I
have been graced by the presence of a
creature so regal and majestic, that
whenever I see him he takes my breath
away. He doesn’t stay long, usually
departing when he detects motion with
one large sweep of his large wing span. I
consider his visits a privilege as they are
rare, and when he is there I am usually
able to see him swoop in, or strutting
with his long skinny legs at the waters
edge. This is the visit of a Great Blue
Heron, very similar to the picture above.

The last few weeks have been very
difficult for me, with dramatic job
changes and great financial hardships,
with an increased workload as I approach
the final months of my Master’s pro-
gram. In addition, there have been health
issues that have been exacerbated, no
doubt a result of the stress. When I face
great difficulties in my life I tend to
withdraw, to pray, to meditate, to cope,
and I take joy in the quiet times that I am
able to partake of particularly on Sunday
afternoons.

Today I have been particularly mindful of
prayer as I have attempted to work
through some of the issues that I will face
in the coming week.  I have remained
quiet in my thinking, open spirited in my
studying, and reflective in my reading. If
nothing else the creation of a peaceful
attitude today will help me to recharge
enough to continue to move forward.
As I prayed, I asked God for a little sign,
not a huge one, just something that would
let me know that he had heard me, and
that I could find peace in the week
because he was going to intervene in
some way. I asked God for a visit from
my friend Mr. Heron. To me it would be
God’s signature on the day, and on the
afternoon of prayer that I had dedicated
to him.

It was not long after I had uttered that
prayer that I stood to stretch my legs, and
to check on a few clothes that I had
placed in the dryer. As I looked out my
window, I saw the swooping down of
those great bluish grey wings. Here it
wasn’t dusk, or dawn, but in the hottest
part of the afternoon that my friend
came to visit me. God however was not
going to leave it at that. For as soon as I
caught the sight of the first, I saw the
swoop of another pair of wings, a
second heron, not a wing beat behind the
first, made an appearance.

It was then that I knew! I knew with

everything within me. I knew, as my heart
leapt with joy, and the tears rolled down
my cheeks, that God had heard my
prayer. He heard me! He heard the feeble
cry of this bleeding broken heart. What
are the chances that I would have stood
up just at that moment, to see those great
birds swoop in, wing upon wing? I have
been buried in the books all day, with
scarcely a look and here, at this very
moment; I stood, and saw them.

There could have been no words
spoken, no song sung, that would have
captured my heart as he did that moment
with the flawless beauty of his creatures,
created by his own hand, and set in place
this day, this moment, for me. There is
no way that I can dispute or argue for
any other purpose or reason.

Do I know what will happen as I move
into the week? Will I find relief in my
job, in the pressures, the financial difficul-
ties, the physical ailments? I don’t know.
There may be many things that I will
have to go through. But praise be to
God, it isn’t I that has to face them alone.
He knows the outcome, and goes before
me to lighten the burden. He will
illuminate the path so that I don’t take a
misstep in the darkness. And he will fill
my soul with music, so that when the
doubts creep in from the enemy I will
not be able to hear them.
-Linda Boerstler is a member of our church.
She oversees our writer’s group, The Write Path.
Linda is currently in seminary.
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Over 700 school and church mem-
bers attend this special fall event. 
There will be food, games, rides and
activities for everyone. Invite your
family, friends, and neighbors!
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Progressive Dinner Fri., Sept. 7  6:00-9:00
Hop on the bus and we’ll make stops for the
different parts of our dinner.
See You @ The Pole
Wednesday, September 26.  Prayer at schools
in the morning.  (Times Vary)
Change Up  Wednesdays  7:00-8:30

Sept. 12, 19, 26
Oct. 10, 17, 24
Nov. 14, 28
Dec. 12

On these nights we’ll be doing a variety of
activities and studies.  Some events include
ministry outings, bonfire, operation Christmas
child, and a scavenger hunt.
Horseback Riding  Sat., Oct. 6   Cost: $20.
Register to go with perm. slip and money on
or before Sun., Sept. 30.  (Spots limited)
10:30-4:30.  Pack a lunch or bring some $$.
Serving Sunday  Oct. 21 during youth
explosion.  The plan is to go out into the
community in groups to rake leaves for
people.
On The Move  Fri., Nov. 2  Cost: $25.  A
favorite event for years.  Time:  5:30-mid-
night.  This event is still in the planning, but it
will most likely include bowling, athletic
facility (gym, pools) , game works, and pizza.
Register by Sun., Oct. 28th.
Christmas Lights & Party
Sun., Dec. 16  6:00-8:30
The Retreat   Jan. 4-6  This is a great
weekend for students to connect with each
other and God.  Plan on being a part of it.

Old Man’s Cave  Sat., Sept. 8  10:00-3:00
Pack your lunch and lets go enjoy the amazing
beauty of this area.
08 Senior Dinner  Sun., Sept. 23  A dinner at
the Harmony’s just for graduating seniors.
See You @ The Pole
Wednesday, September 26.  Prayer at schools
in the morning.  (Times Vary)
Small Groups will begin the week of Oct.
7th.  These groups meet in homes one night a
week .  More details will follow in youth
explosion.
The Gathering  Wed., 7:00-8:30  Oct. 3,
Nov. 7, Dec. 5   A great evening where we’ll
gather at the church for dinner and a discus-
sion relevant to our faith.
Bonfire  Sat., Oct. 6 at the Leopold’s  7:00-
10:00  *Transportation will be provided from
the church
Serving Sunday  Oct. 21 during youth
explosion.  The plan is to go out into the
community in groups to rake leaves for
people.
On The Move  Fri., Nov. 2  Cost: $25.  A
favorite event for years.  Time:  5:30- mid-
night.  This event is still in the planning, but it
will most likely include bowling, athletic
facility (gym, pools) , game works, and pizza.
Register by Sun., Oct. 28th.
College Tour  Nov. 8-10   Taylor, Indiana
Wesleyan, and Grace.  Register by Sun., Sept.
28 (limited space).  Cost: $20
Christmas Party    Sat., Dec. 15  7:00-9:30 at
Lauren and Nick Frisone’s house.  *Transpor-
tation will be provided from the church.
The Retreat  Jan. 25-27   This is a great
weekend for students to connect with each
other and God.  Plan on being a part of it.
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Special Tent ServiceSpecial Tent ServiceSpecial Tent ServiceSpecial Tent ServiceSpecial Tent Service
Sunday, September 9th at 10am

Join us under the tent on the front
lawn for a special worship service on
Sunday, September 9th at 10am.

Later that Day... You are invited to
join us at 4pm as Grace Christian
School and East Side celebrate the
growth of our ministries.  GCS will
unveil plans for a new building project
which will include a gymnasium and
classrooms to be used by both the
school and church.

It’s not too late to still be a part of  the Slidell Missions
Trip , October 21-26. This is our church’s third trip to help
rebuild after Hurricane Katrina. Cost is $108 plus travel ex-
penses. There will be an informational meeting on Sunday,
September 30th at 12:30pm on room C-1.

The next American Red Cross Blood Drive at East
Side is Sunday, October 7th from 8am to 1pm. To make an
appointment, call Diane Sidwell.

And yes, there will be a Flu Shot Clinic on Sunday,
October 14th from 9-11am. Contact Diane Sidwell.

For Your Information...For Your Information...For Your Information...For Your Information...For Your Information...



Small Group Ministry
Update: Properly using

peoples’ gifts & technology

Adult Minis tr ies
Mens’ Ministry
Men’s Beakfast: 2nd Saturday of month, 8am
  October 13, November 10 & December 8
   September breakfast canceled do to the
  Mens Retreat September 14 & 15

Jeremiah called the people of Judah to repent
and reject their religious disobedience. He
prophesied to the leaders of Judah to influence
the nation through them. Come and build a
bridge between Old Testament Prophecy and
Your Life and Our World Today: Sundays at
11am in room D-1, Sept 16th through Dec 9th

Outline of  Jeremiah: Fire In My Bones
9/16 Introduction/Study Specifics
9/23 Fire in My Bones
9/30 Broken Pieces
10/7 Rescued from the Pit
10/14 Righteous Branch
10/21 Babylonian Captivity
10/28 New Covenant
11/ 4 Fall of Jerusalem
11/11 Weeping Prophet
11/18 Review Discussion
11/25 Thanksgiving Weekend- TBD
12/2  One Week Study- Hindson/LaHaye
12/9  Current Events- Jim Stone

Other Adult Bible Classes
Starting September 16th...
9:30
GI: Why Believe? Understanding and
Defending the Christian Faith- Pastor Nate

11:00
Biblical Finances- Bill Cole & Lynn Strayer

Women’s Ministry
The Wednesday night ladies Bible study will
start on September 5th.  Brenda Pryor will be
leading this 10 week study on “Lord Change My
Attitude (Before it’s too late)” by James
McDonald.  The book will be required and will
be available at the Resource Center for $13.00.
Women’s Breakfast: Saturday, September 22nd
9am - 10:30am  “Everyone Has a Story”
Come join us for food, worship and hear the
story of Lisa Harrison. Childcare will be pro-
vided. Please register children at the sign-up table
in the lobby on September 9th or 16th.
Following the breakfast (10:30am-12:30pm):
Tell your story through scrapbooking. Come
ready with your supplies and stories.
Stay for the Health Fair. Screenings available for
sun damage (face), blood glucose, and os-
teoporosis for a small fee. Childcare continued
during this time.

head. heart. hands.
A recent addition to our small group ministry is
VF Press.  We are compiling Marv VanFossen’s
study notes and leaders guides and making them
available on-line.  Presently we have a study on
Philippians and this includes a leaders guide. 
The great thing about this on line service is
anyone can access this material and use it to
facilitate a small group study. 
To retrieve the study you go to:  www.esgbc.org
Click on the ministry link and go to home
groups.  Once you plus the h.g. link you’ll see the
Phillipians Study and leaders note on the right
and may download them.  We want your
feedback and so let us know how the study
works for you and your group.
Growing in Grace,
Pastor Nate
Pastor of Adult Ministries

A STUDY ON THE BOOK OF
JEREMIAH Fall Class

Beginning September 6th through November
8th, Dr. Dave Plaster, Senior Pastor at Grace-
Polaris, will be teaching a ten week course on
“Church History”.  The class will meet on
Thursday evenings from 7:00 to 9:00 at the
North Campus DeArmey Discipleship Center,
(8225 Worthington-Galena Road, Westerville)
room 213.  To register please contact Kristin
Artrip at kristin.artrip@gbcpowell.org or call her
at 740-881-6200.  The cost is $10 for CEU
credit and free to audit. 

Focus Groups This Fall
Celebrate Recovery- For those dealing with
addictions; offered Tuesday nights at the church

DivorceCare- For those going through divorce;
offered Wednesday nights at the church

First Place- A Christ-centered health program
offered Tuesday nights and Wednesday mornings

GIFT Group- For single women; offered every
other Saturday morning

Griefshare- For those who are grieving; offered
Wednesday nights at the church

Hearts of Hope- For parents facing difficulties
with their children; offered Friday evenings

The Write Path- For writers; meets first Sunday
of each month at the church
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Children’s Ministry Update
-from Pastor Marty, Children’s Pastor

?

Chip’sdiscoveriesdiscoveriesdiscoveriesdiscoveriesdiscoveries

Wednesday Night Ministries Offered:
7:00-8:30 at the church

 
 

I was given strict instructions by the editor of this fine
publication (I will not identify our editor) to limit my
discoveries to our general area.  “You can’t write
about New Jersey,” our editor told me (she graduated from Reynoldsburg in
1992).  Since my editor (she has a 2 1/2 year old girl) forced this unreason-
able restriction upon my column I will tell you about Watts Restaurant in
Utica.  (Is that near enough??)  Utica is just off Rt. 62 about ten miles north
of Johnstown.  Think Mayberry.  Watts is a fabulous family owned restau-
rant.  Their dinners are traditional American, very good, and reasonably
priced.  But their specially is pie.  On my first trip to Watts I had two pieces
of pie.  The drive along Rt. 62 toward Utica is quite scenic.  An evening at
Watts would be fun for your home group or ministry.  I apologize that I can no
longer offer you discoveries that are well worth knowing but slightly outside
our area.  I will appeal my editor’s ruling (she works in our church office on
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays).  Now if you promise not to tell...check
out Day’s Ice Cream Parlor in Ocean Grove, New Jersey....a dish of
Chocolate Cupcake is a wow.  So is a scoop of Key Lime Pie.

This years Children’s Christmas Musical takes
place at Douglas Fir Middle School where the “Christmas Star”
competition is the highlight of every Christmas season. The
students and judges are filled with excitement as Miss LaToe
prepares for the big event. Then bitter Coach Chris Masader
tries to ruin their important rehearsal by taking over the
auditorium, but an amazing thing happens with a little interven-
tion: He begins to see that Christmas is more than hustle and
bustle and that God has set a plan in motion to remind him of
who he is and what he was made for.

Join us as we kick off  this year’s musical on Wednesday,
September 5th in the Fellowship Hall. Your kids will love
rehearsing the fabulous songs, especially the high-energy “I Got
Bit by the Bah Hum Bug” and “The Hustle Bustle.” They will
also learn through this entertaining script how the biblical story
of the wise men searching for their Christmas star applies to
their young lives.

Thanks for a GREAT
summer!  We are
excited for a GREAT
fall! Join us Sunday
mornings and on
Wednesday Nights!!!!

- GBB (Grace Brethren Boys)
- Children’s Christmas Musical
   “Finding the Christmas Star”
- Veggie Connections (3-5 yr. olds)
- Gear Up! (5th & 6th Grade Boys)
- Kids Time (K-2)

FAMILY FUN NIGHTS
Wednesday Nights 7-8:30pm

(in place of usual kid’s Wednesday night programming)

September 26th
October 31st

November 14th

Pastor Chip at VBS

LOCAL OUTREACH:
Food Pantry

We will begin collecting nonperishable food
items every Sunday in December. After
September, we will collect items the first

Sunday of each month.
Nonperishable Items Needed:

Canned Vegetables
Fruits
Meats

Chunky Soups
Spaghetti Sauce
Peanut Butter

Macaroni & Cheese
Hamburger/T una Helper

Pasta
Cereal

Baby Food

Pastor Chip shares
some of his favorite
finds in COLUMBUSCOLUMBUSCOLUMBUSCOLUMBUSCOLUMBUS
(Yes, Chip, Columbus!)


