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The CovenantThe CovenantThe CovenantThe CovenantThe Covenant

One...One...One...One...One...I will strive to read God's word at least three days a week and will
commit to daily prayer.  I will use The Lord's prayer in Matthew 6 as a guide for
my prayers.

Two...Two...Two...Two...Two...I will identify three people this year with whom I will share my story of
how the Lord came into my life.  I will get help and training if I find I am strug-
gling to do this.

Three...Three...Three...Three...Three...I will strive to forgive people.  If there is a problem in one of my
relationships I will go to that person directly.  I will not gossip.

Four...Four...Four...Four...Four...I will discover how the Lord wants me to serve him and will serve him
as part of his church.  I believe I was redeemed by the death of the Son of God
so I could be spiritually active for the Lord.  If I am not a member of our church,
I will take steps toward membership.

Five...Five...Five...Five...Five...I will strive toward worship in my daily life and I will worship with my
church weekly.

Six...Six...Six...Six...Six...I will treat my finances as from God and belonging to God.  Thus, I will
strive to move my giving to 10%, or beyond 10% if that is where I am now.

In the Bible, a covenant was a commitment of loyalty to another that was often, but not
always legally binding.  We invite you to make a covenant with the Lord based on your  desire
to be a follower of Jesus Christ.  This covenant will be the practical, day-in-and-day-out
expression of what it means to follow Jesus.
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Check out our website for resources for spiritual growth. Go to www.esgbc.org.  Then
click on the "Covenant Pen" and you will go to the resources to help you live out your
covenant with the Lord.  Part One of the covenant, "I will strive to read God's Word
at least three days a week and strive for daily prayer" is up on our website with many
resources.  Also, check out the message board where you can post thoughts and
questions about your spiritual growth and respond to others as well.

This Easter
March 20thMarch 20thMarch 20thMarch 20thMarch 20th
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Communion @ 7pmCommunion @ 7pmCommunion @ 7pmCommunion @ 7pmCommunion @ 7pm

Saturday, March 22nd
Indoor  Easter
Egg Hunt
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For He is Risen!
March 23rd
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9:30am
11:00am

Easter
Services



youth group
jr. high: 7 & 8 gradesjr. high: 7 & 8 gradesjr. high: 7 & 8 gradesjr. high: 7 & 8 gradesjr. high: 7 & 8 grades sr. high: 9-12sr. high: 9-12sr. high: 9-12sr. high: 9-12sr. high: 9-12

Jr. HighJr. HighJr. HighJr. HighJr. High
Cedarmania March 14-15; cost $25
Must be registered to go by Sunday, Feb. 24
Leave Fri. at 6:00pm and return Sat. at 7:00am
Munch & Ministr y Sunday, March 30 (9:30-1:00)
Bring money for lunch.
270 Tour  May 4
We will be driving around the city of Columbus and make stops
to eat, and have fun along the way.
Picnic @ The Park  Wed., May 21 (6:30-8:30)
We will meet at the church and go have dinner and fun at
Blacklick Woods.

Sr. HighSr. HighSr. HighSr. HighSr. High
Mall Tease Manhunt March 7 (7:00-10:00) Cost is $3.
Students will be looking for Youth Workers in disguise.
The Challenge  Friday, April 25
We will have a fun night of competitions and fun.
Senior Sunday  May 18 at 9:30 in the Fellowship Hall
Parents are invited. After the 2nd service we will be treating the
grads to lunch.

Both Jr. & Sr. HighBoth Jr. & Sr. HighBoth Jr. & Sr. HighBoth Jr. & Sr. HighBoth Jr. & Sr. High
Mulch Delivery Day Sat, April 19
Orders are due by Sunday, March 30. This is a great way to raise
funds for Summer Camp & The Missions Trip to Kentucky.
Camp Velocity June 28-July 3 (Saturday to Thursday)
Cost is $260; This is for students going into 7th grade and up.
Register by Sun, June 1
Kentucky Missions Trip July 20-25
Cost is $250; Covers all meals, travel expenses & fun activities.
We will be working on The Grace Brethren Church there and
ministering in the local community. The trip is open to students
going into 9th grade and up.

This February over 60 students and adults attended
the annual Winter Camp at Camp Muskingum. It
was a terrif ic time of  spiritual challenge and fun as
lives were touched on this retreat.

The SUMMIT Children's Ministry
continues all of its programming for
this winter and spring on Wednesdays
from 7:00 - 8:30pm at the church.

"Warriors of Truth"
(Christian martial arts) 6:00 - 7:00

Vacation Bible School  July 14-18

Summer Adventure Camp Aug. 1-3
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Kenny McCullough attends our Monday
night Men's Bible study.  Each week we
pick him up (he has special needs) for
group.  Kenny asked if we would pick
up Matt who he works with to bring to
our Monday night group and lives in
Whitehall because Matt loves the Lord
and really wanted to come to study and
learn about Jesus.  Kenny was very
persistent that he come, so he asked
Dean Brock who was picking Kenny up
to go and pick up Matt.  Dean willingly
picked them both up and brought them
to group this past Monday night.  It was
exciting to see the Lord working in
Kenny and Dean. (Mark Kipp)

Lately my eyes have been open to
learning more about God's will for my
life.  It's through this learning process
that I've come to discover that God's
will is always in line with what's best for
our life.  When tragedy strikes or we
have any pain in our lives and we begin
to ask "why is this happening to me
God?" I realize now that it's because we
are such small beings and He is such a
BIG God that we can't possibly under-
stand the "why" behind everything.  Our
task then is to walk by faith knowing
that God is in control. (Karey Hall)

I would say that God has been working
in my life to make me much more
understanding of, and patient with,
others.  He has been doing this through
daily interaction with others, Bible
reading, and reading The Priest, a book
by Francine Rivers. (Ted Harmony)

Leadership is knowing what to do next
and knowing why that is important..
Bring the appropriate resources to bear
on the need at hand. (Nate Harrison)

I am ever thankful for God's miraculous
generosity in getting Butch (& myself)
through these past 42 days. We have still
a path to travel but God has been with
me every step of the way. (Jane Forrest)

ReflectionsA Thought from

Pastor Chip

What I have learned is that God calls us
as leaders, whether it be Youth or
Children's workers, elders, deacons,
small group leaders, etc. to see with His
eyes and help identify and give meaning
and purpose to others' lives by helping
them understand the spiritual dimensions
of life. Usually it shows up in the areas
that we don't realize which makes it all
the more significant. (Marty Ertel)

I’ve seen that the life of Christ is never
more evident then when we are going
through the most difficult and darkest
times in our lives.  There is joy in know-
ing that the life of Jesus is being mani-
fested in my life when I am at my worst.
I don't see the obvious effects of this
but God uses it to encourage those
around me. (Randy Vance)

I recently read 1 Corinthians 6:19-20.
This passage reminds me of the struggle
I have everyday living the way God
desires instead how I may want.  As a
temple of God's Spirit and purchased
by the blood of Jesus, I have to con-
sciously turn my will over to God
everyday and moment by moment.
(John Harmony)

"Blessed are the meek, for they will
inherit the earth." (Matthew 5:5) has been
speaking to me lately.  Sometimes things
can happen in the work place or even in
church which we internalize as a personal
attack to our ego.  When I think about
Jesus' encouragement to the meek it
helps me to not overreact - I focus on
the situation rather than being upset
about a perceived blow to my ego. (Dave
Hayes)

When Jesus was tempted by Satan in
Matthew 4, He responded with Scrip-
ture. I have been trying to incorporate
this into my own daily life. James 1:19-20
has been helpful with my temper. (Danni
Rayer)

“What is something that you have learned lately or
something that God has revealed to you?”

If you do not yet have a child in college,
these letters may not mean much to
you...FAFSA.   Those letters stand for
Free Application for Federal Student
Aid.  You cannot get considered for
student aid unless you complete a
FAFSA form. Since our daughter,
Karleigh, will be a senior in college this
was my fourth go at completing a
FAFSA.

I sat down last week to complete our
form.  You have to provide a lot of
information. I finally got to the end of
the form and was told to pay $79 for
the form.  I didn't remember paying that
in past years but figured the government
added that to help with the deficit. I paid
the $79, filed my FAFSA form and went
on about my business.  Until Friday.  On
Friday, I had an email from my friends at
FAFSA...but not the nice people at
fafsa.gov but from fafsa.com.  You see,
there are two FAFSA's out there.  One is
fafsa.gov and the other  is fafsa.com, my
new (expensive) friends.  I had to call
them immediately because there were
mistakes on my form and they could not
submit it to fafsa.gov.  For $79 I gave
them information so they could pass it
along to the government.  I called
fafsa.com.  I got a recording.  I held my
cell phone to my ear for 25 minutes.
Finally a lady came on the phone.  She
was pleasant enough until I said that I
shouldn't have to stay on hold for 25
minutes. I told her that I felt her com-
pany was deceiving the public. She said it
was clear on their website that they were
not a government agency.  I looked again
at their site and, sure enough, there were
the disclaimers. So, on my day off  (did I
mention it was my day off ?) I felt like a
total moron.

We then proceeded to go over my form.
I was frustrated and mad that I paid $79
for something that was free in the past.  I
was mad that I was tricked into a
website that looked exactly like the
government website.  After a while I
realized that I only had myself to blame
but I wanted to blame someone else.
We really do what Adam and Eve did.
We instinctively look for someone to
blame for things we do.  In Genesis 3
the Lord spoke to Adam who was
hiding behind a tree, "Did you eat from
the tree I told you not to eat from?"
Adam answered, "The woman you gave
me, she gave me some fruit and I ate
some."   Adam blamed Eve.  And God.
And we do the same thing.



THE WRITE PATH now has a website.
Check out the link on ESGBC.org or
you can get to it directly by accessing
THEWRITEPATHOHIO.COM. This
website will showcase the writings of
those within our group, and others as
they send material to us. This is your
opportunity to shine and use your gift of
writing to edify the Body of Christ. We
accept poetry, articles, Bible studies,
stories, and scripts for plays or skits. In
addition we hope to be adding links that
will help you as you write such as writing
prompts, publication notices, submission
sites, and other information that will be
useful to you. If you have discovered
websites that have been beneficial to you
please let us know and we will add them.
What follows now is a brief poem as
written by Linda Boerstler

Daybreak!
And though my head

has touched my pillow
I have not slept.

My mind fought fiercely
the onset of darkness

and refused to give into it
as the night deepened.
And so I lay, gathering

random thoughts as
they ran helter-skelter
through the chambers

seeking refuge in the dusty
archive of my memories –

some not visited for decades.
When the light comes
it doesn’t matter that

my questions remained unanswered
and that my stories have no ending

because they remain in
the mysteries of an ocean of secrets
and hidden within the heart of tears.

Starting March 30th
Grace Fellowship Groups
Sunday Mornings @ 9:30 & 11am
Fellowship Groups are discussion-based
Bible studies that are committed to
building relationships and spiritual
growth.

Adult Bible Classes on
Sunday Mornings
The Book of Zechariah with
Jim Stone, 11am in C-1
Zechariah was both a Hebrew prophet
and a priest who was born in Babylon
during the first exile of the Jews after
586 BC.  The Book of Zechariah gives
us one of the most compact apocalyptic
revelations in the Bible regarding the
end-times. It has at least four themes:  (1)
Building of the second Jewish temple
and forecasts of a future greater temple;
(2) The future restoration of Israel; (3) A
vision of the coming Messiah, and (4)
Messiah’s establishment of the future
millennial kingdom.  The prophet
Zechariah conveyed the message that
Jerusalem is the “Apple of God’s Eye,”
but the Holy City will become a “Cup
of  Trembling and a Burdensome Stone”
for all the nations of the world.  The
book explains how all this will eventually
be resolved which are  pertinent to the
end-time scenario.

Introduction to Christian
Counseling, 9:30am in C-1
Taught By Dr. Douglas Kramer and Connie
Kramer   This course will provide an
overview of common psychiatric
disorders. Students will also learn the

Starting April 2nd
Women’s Bible Study
Boundaries: When to Say
Yes, When to Say No...
Wednesday evenings 7-8:30 at church
Facilitated by Bev Pack & Patty Robuck
This 9-Week Study on boundaries, by
Dr. Henry Cloud and Dr. John
Townsend, will help us define and
maintain clear personal boundaries that
are essential to a healthy and balanced
Christian life. Ask yourself the following
questions: Do I have trouble saying no?
Can I set limits and still be a loving
person? Am I in control of my life?
What are my legitimate boundaries? Do
people take advantage of me? How do I
answer someone who wants my time,
energy, love and money?
This class with show us: How to know
where our responsibilites begin and end;
how to be free to choose the right things
for ourselves in the light of God's will;
how to say no to irresponsible or
controlling people; how to say yes for
the right reasons; how to deal with guilt
and the fear of losing love. There is a
Participant's Guide that each person will
need to purchase.  Cost is approx. $8.

Upcoming Classes
differences in interaction between
psychiatric disorders and problems
which occur as the result of sin nature
and immature personality development.
The course will cover basic principles of
learning cognition, and behavior change.
Finally, this course will cover practical
aspects of listening, providing emotional
support and managing healthy bound-
aries for individuals involved in Christian
ministry. (Grace Institute Core Class)


